
 

Counting Spots 

Draw a large circle with a line down the middle to represent the ladybirds back. Using               
buttons, bottle tops or even coins, encourage your child to put spots onto the lady-

bird. As they place an item onto the ladybird, encourage your child to count with you 
or by themselves.  

Extension 1 - Write a number and draw the same amount of spots next to the num-
ber. You may need to tell your child the number then encourage them to count the 

dots with you; some children may be able to recognise the number or count the dots 
to tell you the number. Once the child knows the number, encourage them to put this 

amount of items onto the ladybird. 

Extension 2 - Colour one side of the ladybird. Encourage your child to put set 
amounts on each side, such as, “Can you put two items onto the red side and three 

items on the white side”. 

How many legs? 

Looking at the animals from the   
story, can you sort them into           
categories depending on the 

amount of legs they have. 

Can you then think of animals 
that have no legs or more than 

four legs? 

 How tall? 

Again looking at the animals from 
the book, can you sort them into 

the smallest to the  tallest? 

What about your family - can you 
sort them from the tallest to 

the smallest? Who is taller than 
you? Is anyone smaller than you?  

 Why not line up your teddies, 
dolls or toys and see which one is 

the tallest or smallest! 

“The cow said, moo, 

And the hen said, cluck, 

Hiss, said the goose, 

And quack, said the duck, 

Neigh, said the horse, 

Oink, said the hog 

Baa said the sheep 

And woof said the dog. 

One cat meowed, while the other one 
purred.” 


